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Lesson Study (Shimizu, 2014) and Learning Study (Runesson, 2014) (LS) have a
growing importance in pre- and in-service mathematics teacher education, and are
increasingly objects and methods of research in mathematics education. Many
social, cultural, cognitive, and affective issues influence the way Lesson
Study/Learning Study develops, and its outcome (Ponte et al., 2014). Research into
these issues generates a quest for more solid theorization of the lesson-study pro-
cess (e.g., Clivaz, 2015; Miyakawa & Winsløw, 2009). Both practice and research
were focused on in this Discussion Group.
Both sessions were opened by short interventions by invited members of a panel
(different for the two sessions) followed by questions and a general discussion led
by a discussant.
The ﬁrst session focused on regional/national particularities of and approaches to
Lesson Study/Learning Study in mathematics education around the world. The
panel members were Takuya Baba (Japan), Lim Chap Sam (Malaysia), Aoibhinn Ní
Shúilleabháin (Ireland), and João Pedro da Ponte (Portugal), and the discussant was
Stéphane Clivaz (Switzerland). Each of the panelists presented observations and
questions from their experience with LS in their respective countries. In Japan, the
use of LS has more than 100 years of history and is common in primary and lower
secondary schools. In some countries outside Japan, many schools have become
involved in LS, but in all countries it remains a major challenge to make LS
“sustainable” in the sense that it can continue as a teacher-led activity without
special funds or aid from outside. The rationales and effects of LS were also
discussed; it was emphasized that the ultimate goal of LS is to further students’
learning, even if this passes through teachers’ learning.
The second session had theoretical, methodological and epistemological issues
as its theme. The panel members were Toshiakira Fujii (Japan), Stéphane Clivaz
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(Switzerland), Klaus Rasmussen (Denmark), María Soledad Estrella (Chile), and
Akihiko Takahashi (USA), and Takuya Baba led the discussion. The main topics
raised were ethical aspects of “repeats of lessons,” which seem to be favored by
some proponents of LS; recent theoretical developments in didactical research on
LS; the roles and interaction of teachers and researchers in LS; and the use of new
technology (such as the Lesson Note app). The crosscutting issue was what the key
elements of LS are and which of these can and cannot be adapted to different
contexts.
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